
Ben Nevis Trip 

Our absolute favourite place to go during the Easter holidays is Scotland. I also 

love North Wales for its beautiful beaches but I prefer to go there during the 

summer holidays because Scotland can be terrible for midges (tiny, annoying, 

biting insects) during the summertime, and John is usually too busy harvesting 

so Indy and I go alone to camp on my Aunt’s sheep farm.  

The first (and most important) job is to 

buy plenty of snacks for the long drive! 

We finally arrived at our beautiful hotel. It had a statue 

of a stag outside. Scotland is full of red deer and we hoped to see lots during 

our visit.  

When we got to our room, Indy was thrilled to see a fluffy 

blanket, bowl, poo bags, ball and gravy bones waiting for her 

on the bed.  

The hotel was near a loch (which is a 

Scottish word for a lake) and we 

couldn’t wait to go for a paddle! 

The next day we drove through Glen 

Coe, which is Scotland’s most famous glen as the mountain 

range scenery is so spectacular. It was a lovely drive.   

We spent the following day exploring the woodland and 

found a little museum on our walk, where we learned all 

about the Scottish warriors of the past.  

Thankfully, the weather was lovely 

during our visit so we were able to 

climb Ben Nevis. At 1345m, Ben 

Nevis is the highest mountain in the 

UK and can be very dangerous to 

climb in bad weather. We planned our route and ate an enormous 

tea so that we’d have plenty of energy for the mammoth climb. 

We also visited the shop to buy sugary snacks to take with us.    



We woke up early the next morning so we’d have plenty of 

daylight to complete our climb. After a fabulous Scottish 

breakfast, we set off… 

Right away the views were 

breath-taking but we quickly got tired on the 

steep climb! Indy raced ahead, four legs are 

definitely better than two on steep slopes!   

 

As we got higher, it began to get colder and colder 

and there was snow on the ground. We had to put 

spikes on the bottom of our boots to stop us from 

slipping. “Be careful not to tread on Indy’s paws,” I 

warned John. 

We were very lucky 

that the sky remained 

clear, even as we got 

further up. This is 

very rare on Ben Nevis as it’s so high that it’s 

cloudy most days. It 

was a very windy day 

though and the wind got stronger and stronger the 

further we climbed. We had packed lots of layers 

though so we were okay.  As we got closer to the 

summit (the top), we began to see cairns. These are 

piles of rocks that you can follow to the top when 

the weather is poor. When it’s cloudy, it can be very 

difficult to see the cliff edges so you have to be 

careful to stay between the cairns.  

At the summit is an 

emergency hut for people to shelter in if the 

weather turns too bad. It was -19C with wind chill at 

the top so we didn’t hang around for very long! (It 



made me feel extra sorry for Shackleton’s crew who 

lived in -40C for months!) Even Indy was cold and she’s 

never usually cold with her big thick coat.    

We had to put Indy’s lead on because the wind was so 

strong that I was scared she would be blown off the mountain! Exhausted, we 

began the long climb back down. When we reached 

the half-way point, we ate the cheese that was in my 

rucksack, which tasted even better than usual! 

What a great day! We were very proud of ourselves, 

but also completely shattered!  

1. Name one animal that lives in Scotland __________________________________ 

2. Why was Indy thrilled when she got to the room? __________________________  

3. What is a loch? ____________________________________________________ 

4. Why is Glen Coe famous? ____________________________________________ 

5. What did we learn about in the museum? ________________________________ 

6. How tall is Ben Nevis? _______________________________________________ 

7. When would it be dangerous to climb Ben Nevis? _________________________ 

8. Why did I use the word mammoth to describe the climb? ____________________ 

___________________________________________________________________  

9. Why did I tell John to be careful of Indy’s paws?__________________________ 

10. What name is given to the top of a mountain?____________________________ 

11. What are cairns made from? _________________________________________ 

12. What is the emergency hut for? _______________________________________ 


