Victoria’s dad has been accused of stealing one million pounds from the bank where he works. Victoria is | -
convinced her dad'is innocent. Late one night, she decides to hack into the bank’s computer to find out
g s\:o ally nﬁm the Sozm.c - il _

Q.vw. :q:..iom,uqn_a.m:m up in tufts. He'd obviously just got out of bed.
4 mo:E:.ﬁ sleep. | came down for a glass of water;” Gib said at last. ‘What're you doing?’

: ..Zo:m_owc,o.:_. business,’ | replied. Not for the first time | wished | could think of something :
devastatingly cutting and witty to say. Turning back to the PC screen, | typed in the user name
and -password for the third time, aware that Gib had walked over to stand behind me.

Go afnc.."_&ro:m:n sullenly. L

-I-hated _,umo,_u_m standing behind me and watching what | was doing at the best of times. And this
nm_.”om:_c wasn’t the best of times.

>Onmmw UmZ_m_u _u_.m>mm CONTACT SYSTEM MANAGER

_ <<nm: n _,mo__c mc_.v:mmn_ to see that message a third time.

-and the ma:m_zm mon_mn_ When | was sure | <<0c_a=n embarrass chm: | said; ._.__ _om_ onto nrm

.<<:n,_ﬂ._..,m you:doing?" Gib asked again.

Breathing deeply, | said, ‘'m trying to find out what’s going on at Dad’s'bank.

That:was all the encouragement Gib needed. He almost ran to get a chair from around the
dinner table before bringing it over and placing it right next to mine. He sat down. | scowled

- at him; but he didn't'get the unsubtle hint. He didn’t move. He fidgeted on' his chair and looked
away-from me to the PC, but he didn’t go away.

‘So how’s it going?’ he asked, reading the screen.

‘Notvery well at the moment,’ | said reluctantly. ‘I've got as far as logging on to the bank's
‘network but | haven't managed to log on to Dad’s account to do anything yet. And I've tried
three times.

S0 isc can'’t you _om on?" Gib asked.

s ._ %.:x n_._m..,_ must’ve disabled Dad’s account. | couldn’t have got the password wrong three |

z_.,:muA a.row.

‘Can’t you double-check what password you did type in, then?’ asked Gib. _

.,..‘_,m:oo_m my head. ‘When you type in a password, it doesn’t show on the screen. Passwords are !
nmcvuommn_‘..no e secret. They wouldn’t be very secret if anyone walking past your screen could * :
see your password every time you logged on.’ .

.mo,uir,mw.wm.cm:v going to do now?’
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‘Why the sudden interest?’ | couldn’t help asking.
There was a pause before Gib answered.

‘l want to find out what’s going on just as much as you do. | want to :m_v ﬂoo.
down at the carpet.

Yeah, but when | try to help, you call it crawling, | thought.

All of a sudden my eyes were stinging again. | took a deep breath and o_umzmn_ my’ mcmm

programs. Let’s hope this works.’

This time | clicked on the TEST LOGON icon.
Enter username: TEST
Enter password:

‘Cross your fingers, | said to Gib. My hands hovered over the keyboard: Please _mﬂ this work; _
thought desperately. If this didn’t work then I'd be stuck. ,

| typed in the password — JABBERWOCTKY44. The screen cleared. Then: -
UNIVERSAL BANK DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM

THIS SYSTEM IS -FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF UNIVERSAL BANK PERSONNEL. ANY
UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS TO THIS ACCOUNT MAY LEAD TO PROSECUTION. d

You have 3 new mail messages
test>
appeared on the screen.

“Yeah! Pm in!’ | yelled, before | remembered that Mum was upstairs.

‘Shush!’ Gib said urgently.

.w,c.Zn_o_‘.mm.w_mn_me:

R A T G AT g R T YN 3 T TR S T e

83



