


Mount Fuji last erupted in 1707.

Mount Fuji is a UNESCO (United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation) World 
Heritage Site. This means it is 
considered to be of great 
importance and is protected under 
international law.

Mount Fuji
Mount Fuji, or Fujisan, is a 
volcano in Japan. It is around 
100km southwest of Japan’s 
capital, Tokyo.
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What Is a Volcano?
Earth is made up of different layers. The outer layer is called the crust. 

The next layer down is called the mantle. The outer mantle is a liquid-like 
substance of molten rock or magma. A volcano is a mountain or a large 

hill through which molten rock can escape.
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Volcano Structure



Stratovolcano: This is a cone-shaped volcano. They 
have steep sides. Stratovolcanoes are formed by many 
layers of cooled, hardened lava built up over time. 
Mount Fuji is a stratovolcano.

Shield volcano: This is a wide volcano with shallow 
sides. From the side, it looks a bit like a curved shield. 
Shield volcanoes are formed because the lava that 
erupts is very runny so flows too quickly to create a 
steep slope. There are lots of shield volcanoes in Hawaii.

Types of Volcanoes



Dormant volcanoes are those which have 
erupted since records began and will 
probably erupt at some point in the 
future. Some dormant volcanoes go for 
many hundreds of years without 
erupting. Mount Fuji is a dormant 
volcano.

Extinct volcanoes are those which are 
never expected to erupt again.

Sometimes, it is difficult to classify 
volcanoes because of the long gaps of time 
between eruptions. 

How Are Volcanoes Classified?
Volcanoes are grouped based on how often, if at all, they erupt.

Active volcanoes are those which are erupting – or are likely to erupt 
fairly soon. There are around 500 active volcanoes in the world.



The Three Holy Mountains are 
important places of worship. Some 
people believe that each mountain has 
a special life force power. 

On the summit of Mount Tateyama is 
a shrine (a special religious place 
people pray in). 

Climbers can receive a special prayer, 
called a blessing, from a priest. The 
priest will also give climbers a cup of 
warm sake: Japanese rice wine. 

The Three Holy Mountains
Mount Fuji is one of a group of 
Japanese mountains called the Three 
Holy Mountains. The others are 
Mount Haku and Mount Tateyama 
(also called Mount Tate).

Talk About It
Have you ever visited a special religious place?



No one died in the eruption but many homes were damaged.

Mount Fuji’s Last Eruption
Mount Fuji last erupted on 16th December 1707. It happened a few weeks after an 
earthquake caused huge destruction to the Japanese city of Osaka. The volcanic 

ash released during the eruption was so thick that people in Tokyo 100km 
away had to use candles in the middle of the day.



Mount Fuji is 3776m high, which makes it the tallest mountain in Japan.

Mount Fuji’s Facts

It is thought that the first person to climb Mount Fuji was a monk in 663.

Women weren’t allowed to climb Mount Fuji until the 1860s. 

Around 200,000 people climb Mount Fuji each year.
.

On average, it takes climbers four hours to reach the top of Mount Fuji.

The lowest recorded temperature on Mount Fuji was -38°C.




