
Listen to the song and read the lyrics of When I Grow Up from Matilda the Musical: 

 

When I grow up 
I will be tall enough to reach the 
branches 
that I need to reach to climb the trees 
you get to climb when you're grown up. 
 
And when I grow up 
I will be smart enough to answer all 
the questions that you need to know 
the answers to before you're grown up. 
 
And when I grow up 
I will eat sweets every day 
on the way to work and I 
will go to bed late every night! 
 
And I will wake up 
when the sun comes up and I 
will watch cartoons until my eyes go 
square 
and I won't care 'cause I'll be all grown 
up! 
When I grow up! 
 
And when I grow up, when I grow up 
I will be strong enough to carry all 
the heavy things you have to haul 
around with you when you're a grown-
up! 
 
And when I grow up, when I grow up 
I will be brave enough to fight the 
creatures 
that you have to fight beneath the bed 
each night to be a grown-up! 
 
 
 

And when I grow up 
I will have treats every day. 
And I'll play with things that mum 
pretends 
that mums don't think are fun. 
 
And I will wake up 
when the sun comes up and I 
will spend all day just lying in the sun 
and I won't burn 'cause I'll be all grown-
up! 
When I grow up! 

 
When I grow up. I will be brave enough to 
fight the creatures that you have to fight 
beneath the bed each night to be a 
grown-up. 

 
Just because you find that life's not fair, it 
doesn't mean that you just have to grin 
and bear it. 
If you always take it on the chin and wear 
it nothing will change! 
 
Just because I find myself in this story, 
It doesn't mean that everything is written 
for me. 
If I think the ending is fixed already, 
I might as well be saying 
I think that it's OK! 
And that's not right! 
And if its not right! 
I've got to put it right! 

 
 
 
 

 1. Can you list 5 fun things that the singers want to do when they are older? 

  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 



  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________ 
 
 

 2. What brave and strong things will the singers do when they grow up? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 3. Can you find a synonym for clever in the song? 

____________________ 
 

 4. Can you find a synonym for pull or drag? 
____________________ 

 
 5. Find and copy a group of words that means the same as in the morning? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Just because you find that life's not fair, it 

doesn't mean that you just have to grin and bear it. 

If you always take it on the chin and wear it nothing will change! 

What do you think that this verse means? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Do you think that adults do all the things in the song when they are grown up? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Can you write a new verse for the song, thinking about the things that you want to do 

when you’re older? 

 

When I grow up... 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

 

 

 



ANSWERS Listen to the song and read the lyrics of When I Grow Up from Matilda the 

Musical: 

 

When I grow up 
I will be tall enough to reach the 
branches 
that I need to reach to climb the trees 
you get to climb when you're grown up. 
 
And when I grow up 
I will be smart enough to answer all 
the questions that you need to know 
the answers to before you're grown up. 
 
And when I grow up 
I will eat sweets every day 
on the way to work and I 
will go to bed late every night! 
 
And I will wake up 
when the sun comes up and I 
will watch cartoons until my eyes go 
square 
and I won't care 'cause I'll be all grown 
up! 
When I grow up! 
 
And when I grow up, when I grow up 
I will be strong enough to carry all 
the heavy things you have to haul 
around with you when you're a grown-
up! 
 
And when I grow up, when I grow up 
I will be brave enough to fight the 
creatures 
that you have to fight beneath the bed 
each night to be a grown-up! 
 
 
 

And when I grow up 
I will have treats every day. 
And I'll play with things that mum 
pretends 
that mums don't think are fun. 
 
And I will wake up 
when the sun comes up and I 
will spend all day just lying in the sun 
and I won't burn 'cause I'll be all grown-
up! 
When I grow up! 
 
When I grow up. I will be brave enough to 
fight the creatures that you have to fight 
beneath the bed each night to be a 
grown-up. 
 
Just because you find that life's not fair, it 
doesn't mean that you just have to grin 
and bear it. 
If you always take it on the chin and wear 
it nothing will change! 
 
Just because I find myself in this story, 
It doesn't mean that everything is written 
for me. 
If I think the ending is fixed already, 
I might as well be saying 
I think that it's OK! 
And that's not right! 
And if its not right! 
I've got to put it right! 

 9. Can you list 5 fun things that the singers want to do when they are older? 

  Eat sweets 

  Go to bed late every night 

  Watch cartoons 

  Have treats every day 



  Climb trees/ play with the toys they want ( the ones mums don’t think are fun) 
 

 10. What brave and strong things will the singers do when they grow up? 
They will be brave enough to fight the creatures that are found beneath the bed. They will be 
strong enough to carry all the heavy things you have to haul around with you when you’re a grown 
up 

 
 

 11. Can you find a synonym for clever in the song? 
smart 
 

 12. Can you find a synonym for pull or drag? 
haul 
 

 13. Find and copy a group of words that means the same as in the morning? 
When the sun comes up  
 

14. Just because you find that life's not fair, it 

doesn't mean that you just have to grin and bear it. 

If you always take it on the chin and wear it nothing will change! 

What do you think that this verse means? 

Answers to reflect on aspects such as not accepting things can’t change, never giving up, having 
something to aim for and persevering to achieve your goals etc. 
 

15. Do you think that adults do all the things in the song when they are grown up? 

 For this answer children should aim to give their opinion and be able to justify their reasons for it.

16. Can you write a new verse for the song, thinking about the things that you 

want to do when you’re older? 

 

When I grow up... 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

 

 


