
The Killer Whale  

The proper name for a killer whale is ‘Orca’. Killer whales are actually 

dolphins and are the biggest dolphins to have ever lived on Earth. 

They are a mammal, which means that they need air to breathe 

and have to poke their blow holes above the water to breathe. 

Some killer whales have been known to live for 80 years. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description 

Killer whales have 

black backs and white 

chests and sides. They 

also have a white patch 

above their eyes. They 

are 8 meters long and 

weigh 5400 kilograms. 

 

 

Diet 

Mostly killer whales eat 

fish but they also like to 

eat octopus, sea turtles, 

squid and sea lions. 

Sometimes they even 

eat other killer whales! 

Habitat 

Killer whales live in 

every ocean on the 

planet. They like cold 

water and prefer water 

that is between 20 

meters and 60 meters 

deep. Sometimes they 

even like to swim up 

rivers.  

 

Behaviour 

Killer whales like 

company. They hunt in 

groups called pods. 

They protect their 

young fiercely and are 

not scared of any other 

animals.  

Did you know? 

 Once a polar bear was found in the  

stomach of a killer whale!  

 



Killer Whales are mammals. This means: A pod is: 

Tick two Tick one 

           they are cold-blooded.                              they lay eggs.        the name of the nest Orca live in. 

           they need air to breathe.                          they give birth to live young.             the name of the group Orca live in.               

 

Put ticks in the table to show which are true and which are false.  

Sentence True False 

Orca hunt alone.   

Orca feed through their blowholes.    

Orca are a type of fish.   

Orca inhabit all oceans.   

                

What were scientists once surprised to find inside an Orca’s stomach? 

_______________________________________________________ 

What animals are prey to Orca? 

1. ____________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________  

Complete this sentence: 

Sometimes Orca even like to swim 

_____________________________________ 

Orca protect their young fiercely. 

Which of these words is the odd one out? Tick one 

      ferociously                       violently    

       aggressively                      calmly  

 

 

Have you read any stories with Killer Whales in? 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 


