


  

A couple of weeks ago, you learnt all about 
the new US President, Joe Biden.  

 
Today you are going to be learning a bit 

more about the political parties in America 
and then looking at the first US president, 

George Washington.  



  

What Is A President? 

Today, the President of the United States of America is the elected head of 

state and head of government. He is also commander-in-chief of the United 

States Armed Forces. The American president is considered to be one of 

the most powerful political figures in the world. 



  

Where Does the President Live? 

The official residence and work place is the White House in Washington, DC. 

Since 1800, every president has lived here. 



  

How Do You Become The 
American President? 

To become the American president today, 

you have to be a natural-born US citizen. You 

could be president if you were born in 

another country but both your parents were 

American citizens. You must also be at least 

35 years old and have lived in the United 

States for at least 14 years, although this 

doesn’t have to be consecutive years.  

 

Most importantly, you have to be chosen by 

the people of America. Every four years there 

is an election. People vote for one of the 

candidates running for the presidency. After 

the election, the new president and vice-

president take their oaths on 20th January. 



  

Just like in the UK, where we have a number 
of parties including Labour, Conservatives 
and the Liberal Democrats, the USA have 
different political parties which you are 

going to read bout next.  



  

Political Parties 

The two main American political parties are the Democratic and Republican 

Parties. 

The parties do the following: 

• Select candidates to run for important 

positions in the US government. 

• Keep American citizens informed 

about what is happening politically in 

their country, at a local and national 

level. 

• Assist in making decisions about past, 

present and future rules and 

regulations (legislature) in the USA. 

• Make sure that the political party 

currently in power (if not their own) is 

acting in the best interests of all 

American citizens. 



  

Democratic Party – Their Values 

Economy - All Americans should have the 

opportunity to succeed and all working 

families should enjoy economic 

security. This is achieved through job 

creation, rebuilding infrastructure and 

investing in small businesses. 

 

Education - All American children should 

have access to a quality education that 

gives them the tools they need to lead a 

life of success and happiness. US schools 

must prepare the next generation for 

success in college and the workforce. 

Energy - The USA must develop its production of renewable natural 

resources and become a more fuel-efficient nation in the hope that it 

can reduce its use of foreign oil. 



  

Democratic Party – Their Values 

Immigration - The USA should embrace the diversity upon which it was 

built and continue the tradition of innovation that immigrants have 

brought to the American economy. While protecting national security, a 

fair pathway to citizenship should be in place for those who wish to 

contribute to American society.  

Environment - The USA must take care of 

its ecosystems, invest in clean energy 

production and protect endangered 

species. 

 

Equality - Every US citizen should be 

treated equally, on all fronts, regardless of 

race, religion, age and gender. 

 

Health – All Americans should have access 

to quality, affordable healthcare. 



  

Democratic Party – Their Values 

National Security - The US 

military should be able to 

respond to national and 

international threats facing 

the USA. American troops 

should have the training, 

equipment and support that 

they need when they are 

deployed. Veterans should 

receive the care that they, 

and their families, need 

when they return home. 

Science and Technology - The USA should invest in technology and jobs 

of the future, and increase financial support for advanced research, labs 

and classrooms. 



  

Republican Party – Their Values 

Constitution - Americans should follow the guiding laws upon which the 

USA was founded (the Constitution). 

Energy – The USA should become energy independent by investing in 

renewable energy programs in the USA. This would create more jobs to 

fuel the economy and lower energy prices for American citizens. 

Economy – The USA should have a smaller 

government so that American citizens don’t 

have to pay high taxes to fund the government. 

More businesses should be privately owned. 

The government should become more 

financially efficient and pay down its debt. 

 

Education – All American children should be 

able to attend a great school. 



  

Republican Party – Their Values 

National Security – The USA must 

have a strong military to keep the 

people and its borders safe. 

 

Poverty – Americans should 

support their families by working 

hard. The best anti-poverty 

solution in the USA is helping 

American citizens find work. 

Health – All Americans should have access to quality, affordable 

healthcare. This should not be in the hands of the government. 

 

Immigration – The USA should have an immigration system that 

upholds the law, keeps borders secure and improves the economy. 



  

Republican Party – Their Values 

Veterans - All American citizens who have 

served in the armed forces (veterans) 

should be respected and shown gratitude. 

Veterans should have access to good 

quality healthcare without having to wait for 

months or years to see a doctor. 

 

Finally, they believe that the USA should be 

a nation built upon hard work, religious 

freedom, life and family. 



  

Now let’s learn a bit more about the first US 
President, George Washington 



  

George Washington (1789-1797) 

On 30th April, 1789 in New York, 

George Washington took his oath of 

office as the first president of the 

United States of America. 

 

George Washington facts:  

• He was born in Virginia in 1732. 

• Washington became a lieutenant 

colonel in 1754.  

• He was elected commander-in-chief 

of the Continental Army in 1775. 

• He died in 1799 and America 

mourned his death for months. 
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Hide Key 



  

We would now to like to you to carry out some more research 
using the ‘Thursday 11th February - George Washington fact 

sheet’ attached as well as the web links on the next slide.  
 

Please choose the most interesting facts that you have learnt 
and include these on your information poster. Please write 

these onto the template attached named ‘Thursday 11th 
February – George Washington poster’. Remember to write 
your facts into full sentences which have punctuation and 

capital letters used accurately.  
Why not challenge yourself to include fronted adverbials such 

as surprisingly, interestingly and shockingly too?  



  

Website links 
 

https://www.coolkidfacts.com/george-
washington-facts/  

 
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/uspresid

ents/georgewashington.php  
 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/hi
story/us-presidents/george-washington/  
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