
Monday 1st March 

English 



Last week you looked at using 
semi-colons. 

 
Today we are going to be moving 
on and looking at colons. We will 
be exploring when they are used 
and learning how to use them in 

our own work.  



What is a colon? What does 
it look like? 

A colon looks like 
two full stops on 

top of each other.  



One way in which colons can be 
used is to introduce a list.  

Please watch the video below to see how 
to use colons to introduce a list.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymgszCIoH
bA  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymgszCIoHbA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymgszCIoHbA


In the sentences below, a colon is used 
to start the list and commas are used 

to separate the words or phrases.  

There were a few reasons that the wolf did not 
make a convincing Grandma: his eyes, his ears, 
his gruff voice and his sharp, pointy teeth. 

 
Little Red Riding Hood carried a selection of 

provisions for Grandma: a loaf of bread, some 
apples and a freshly-wrapped pat of butter. 

 



Let’s look at another example.  

Where would be colon go in this sentence? 

 

 

All my tools were stolen a hammer, saw, 
screwdriver and wire cutters. 

 



Answer 

Where would be colon go in this sentence? 

 

All my tools were stolen a hammer, saw, 
screwdriver and wire cutters. 

 

All my tools were stolen: a hammer, saw, 
screwdriver and wire cutters. 

 



Where would be colon go in this sentence? 

 

 

Your child will need many items for their 
residential trip a sun hat, trainers, 

pyjamas and a towel.  

Let’s look at another example.  



Where would be colon go in this sentence? 
 

Your child will need many items for their 
residential trip a sun hat, trainers, 

pyjamas and a towel.  
 

Your child will need many items for their 
residential trip: a sun hat, trainers, 

pyjamas and a towel.  
 

Answer 



Where would be colon go in this sentence? 

 

There are four main parts to a plant 
roots, stem, leaves and flower.  

Let’s look at another example.  



Answer 

Where would be colon go in this sentence? 

 

There are four main parts to a plant 
roots, stem, leaves and flower.  

 

There are four main parts to a plant: 
roots, stem, leaves and flower.  



Please use this knowledge to have a 
go at the Activity A on the 

document attached.  



Colons can also be used to expand a 
sentence.  

 
A colon is used to introduce an idea 

that has an explanation or continuation 
of the one that comes before the 

colon.  
 

It separates two independent clauses 
(clauses that make sense on their own) 

when the second clause explains or 
illustrates the first clause.  

 



For example: 

 

There was only one thing the wolf wanted 
to do now: eat that juicy Little Red Riding 

Hood. 

 

The second clause adds extra information 
to the first clause in this sentence.  

 

 



For example: 

 

The flaw in the wolf’s plan was clear to 
see: he looked nothing like Grandma.  

 

The second clause adds extra information 
to the first clause in this sentence and 
tells us what the flaw in wolf’s plan was.  

 



Let’s look at another example 

Where would the colon go in this 
sentence? 

 

You need to clean the fish tank out the 
water is getting murky. 



Answer 
 

Where would the colon go in this 
sentence? 

 

You need to clean the fish tank out the 
water is getting murky. 

 

You need to clean the fish tank out: the 
water is getting murky. 

 



Where would the colon go in this 
sentence? 

 

I have very little time to learn French the 
school trip is in a few weeks.  

 

Let’s look at another example 



Answer 

Where would the colon go in this 
sentence? 

 

I have very little time to learn French the 
school trip is in a few weeks.  

 

I have very little time to learn French: 
the school trip is in a few weeks.  

 

 



Please now have a go at Activity B 
using this knowledge.  

 
The first few sentences are not 

related to the book but the others 
are. Please add the colons in the 
correct place and then try to the 
think of a relevant second clause. 

Remember that the colon separates 
two independent clauses.  


