


Trading
Trade is the way people all around the world buy and sell goods or 

services. Today we may find things in our home that have been grown or 
made all over the world. Ships, planes and trains are examples of ways 

goods get from one place to another. 

Export: a product we sell to other countries who can’t or don’t make 
enough of the product that is needed.

Import: a product we buy from other countries because we can’t or don’t 
make enough of the product that we need.

What can you find in your classroom, school or home 
that has travelled a long way?



Where UK’s Exports Go

Exports
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Trading
The top product exported by the UK are cars.

The top product imported by the UK is crude petroleum (used to make 
petrol).

The top UK export destination is Germany, followed by USA.

Japan is a country with very limited natural resources but is still one 
of the richest countries in Asia. 

Why?

Nintendo, Sony, Toyota and Honda are 
very successful Japanese corporations. 
They make products that are highly 
desired in other countries. Do you or 
your family own any of these products?   
As a result of trade, Japan has enough 
wealth to buy the resources it needs.



Is All Trading Fair
Unfortunately not, because not everyone benefits equally from trading.  
There are international rules which govern trade however, many people 
believe that these rules are fairer for the richer countries but make poor 

people even poorer.



The story of the banana
Which job would you want?

Banana Worker 
Hard labour for 12 to 14 hours a day in very hot conditions.  You 
might have to apply fertilisers and pesticides (some of which may 
be damaging for your health), select the bananas, cut them, carry 

heavy loads then wash them.  You are paid very little.

Plantation Owner 
You own the land where the bananas grow. You have to pay for 
expensive pesticides and tools.  Shoppers want perfect bananas 

so if any of your bananas have marks or aren’t the usual shape, 
they have to be thrown away which loses you money.

Finally, if the harvest is bad, you lose money too.  



The story of the banana
Which job would you want?

Shipper
You export the bananas but you have to pay for the shipping fuel and 
maintenance which is VERY expensive. You might be at sea for up to 5 
weeks on your way to deliver some bananas. If you lose the cargo or 
it is damaged, it is likely that you might have to pay for it. You have 

to pay for your ship to be in port at both ends.

Importer/Ripener
You pick the bananas up from European ports and take them to 

ripening centres. You have to promise to buy a certain number of 
bananas every week and get a certain number of bananas to the shops 
every week. You have to pay an importing fee to bring bananas into 

Europe. After ripening the bananas they need to be packaged (you also 
pay for this) and then delivered on time to the shops or supermarkets. 



The story of the banana
Which job would you want?

Shop or Supermarket Owner
You have to pay the people who work in your store.  You also have 
to pay for lighting, staff uniforms and advertising.  You may be in 
competition with other shops and supermarkets so be careful that 
you don’t lose your customers.  If the bananas are handled badly 

on the way here then the customers won’t buy them.  



Fairtrade
Fairtrade is there to help the producer receive a guaranteed fair price for 

whatever he or she is selling meaning their quality of life should 
improve.  You may have seen the Fairtrade logo on products at the 

supermarket.  These products cost a little more but many people think 
this is a small price to pay to help people all over the world live a better 

life.  Fairtrade also sets minimum standards for pay and work 
conditions. Products include tea, coffee, chocolate and sugar.  

Look for this logo on products in shops and supermarkets.



Water Distribution
This map shows the global 

distribution of water security 
and water scarcity.

Water scarcity 
- lack of 
reliable source 
of adequate 
quality water 
to meet the 
demands of 
everyone. 

Water security - having a reliable source of 
adequate quality water to meet the demands 
of everyone (to maintain health, food and the 
economy)



Energy Distribution
Fossil Fuel Energy Sources

Uranium: Asia and 
Europe have the 
greatest reserves

Oil: the Middle East 
has the greatest 

number of reserves

Natural gas: the Middle 
East and Europe has the 

greatest reserves

Coal: North America, 
Australia, Asia and Europe 
have the greatest reserves.



Energy Distribution
Minerals, water, soil, vegetation, animals, air and sunlight are all 

needed to create important resources such as fuel, food, clothing and 
shelter however some places have more than others. 
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Some examples:
Places close to the equator receive more sunlight and rain.

Temperate forest has a more moderate climate along with fertile soil, 
timber and plenty of wildlife. 

Minerals such as iron and tin
are very common in areas with 
strong tectonic activity (where 
there are volcanoes and 
frequent earthquakes –
see the black dots on the map

Therefore, due to these differences in our environment, 
resources are distributed unevenly across the globe.




