
Jungles – General 

Jungles are known for their thick forests and their large amounts of plants and vines. While they 

have a lot in common with rainforests, they are not the same thing. 

Rainforests have extremely thick canopies of trees and the floor of them is completely blocked 

from the sun. Jungles, on the other hand, allow more light in from the sun so that lets more 

plants grow. This extra light helps the plants and trees grow so much that it can be very difficult 

to move around in a jungle. In most jungles, you’d need to cut down vines, branches and bushes to 

walk. 

 

Where are they found? 

They are found all over the world, usually surrounding rainforests. The most famous jungles in 

the world can be found in Central America and South America, but there are some in other areas 

as well. 

Because they need warm environments with hot and steamy temperatures, jungles are typically 

found near the equator. 

The Amazon Rainforest is in South America and is the largest in the world. Although this is 

called a rainforest, most of it is jungle. The second largest jungle is the Congo in Africa. 

 

What type of weather to jungles have? 

Because jungles surround rainforests and are found in similar places, the weather in jungles is 

about the same as it is in the rainforest. The weather in jungles is very hot and humid. It 

typically rains a lot in these places, which also helps the plants grow. 

Because the weather is always warm and there is never any winter or freeze period, organisms 

grow quickly and constantly in the ideal environment, especially different types of bacteria. 

 

What kinds of plants are in the jungle? 

Some of the most common types of trees that can be found in the jungle are the Brazil-nut tree, 

palm trees and even trees that only grow on other trees, called epiphytes. It is also home to 

vines, moss and ferns. You can also find bamboo plants, Lizard Tongue Bush and Dragons Nest 

Trees in the jungle. 

Because the jungle is already such a harsh environment for plants, they cannot afford to be 

attacked or eaten by animals, too. Many types of plants have adapted to give off poisonous toxins 

if an animal should come close, using it to protect themselves from danger. 

There are over 800 different kinds of figs that grow in the jungle. They grow all year round and 

are food for many of the jungle animals.  

Many of the plants in the jungle are used by animals to help them hide from predators  



What kinds of animals live there? 

There are many different types of animals that have become excellent hunters and gatherers in 

this extreme environment. 

Some of the most common animals that live in jungles are jaguars, howler monkeys, tigers and 

cobras.  

You might also find Caimans, Poison Dart Frogs, Gorillas, Crocodiles, Piranhas and chimpanzees. 

Elephants, rhinoceroses, water buffaloes and black eagles can also be found in certain jungles. 

 

Jungle layers 

It might look like just a bunch of trees and leaves growing all around, but the jungle actually has 

layers just like a rainforest.  

Emergent layer – the tall trees. These trees grow so tall that they get a lot of sunlight and they 

get a lot of wind. This is the area that is home to many birds. 

Canopy – the group of trees that are not as tall, but they are so thick and grow close together to 

they take up a lot of the sunlight. In the jungle the canopy is a lot less thick than in a rainforest. 

The trees in the jungle canopy grow a lot of fruit and the fruit is food for the animals that live 

in the trees.  

Understory – the trees and bushes that grow close to the ground. This area has lots of leaves 

that are big and waxy so that they can get sunlight and rain to be able to grow.  

Forest floor – this is the part on the jungle ground. This area gets the least amount of light and 

stays the coolest. In the jungle, the floor is lighter than the rainforest.  

 

Other Facts 

Over half the world’s plant and animal species live in some type of jungle environment. 

Jungles are similar to rainforests, but they have less trees and more sunlight. 

Jungles are in warm places with lots of rainfall. 

They are sually found near the equator. 

Some animals that live in jungles are tigers, jaguars, elephants and monkeys. 

Even though lions are typically called ‘King of the Jungle’, they do not really live in jungles and 

prefer to be in grassy or savannah areas. 

There are many types of vines that grow from the trees. They are like ropes that animals can 

swing on. 

Jungles – The Jungles of Borneo, India’s jungles, Sri Lanka’s jungles, coastal jungles in West 

Africa, The Wild Jungles of Papua New Guinea (over 75% jungle).  


