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Introduction 
“Be careful what you wish for, 
you may receive it.” – anonymous 
Have you ever thought about what this means? 
 
The underlying moral of the wishing tale is often played out in real life. Every 
week many people dream of winning the lottery – they make a wish. Someone 
then wins a huge sum of money. While this might seem like great news, the 
story often leads to misery and unhappiness. The sudden win changes lives. 
Friends and family may be lost. The ‘winner ’may lose a sense of purpose as 
they no longer have to go to work. This moral message is one that has been 
used many, many times in stories across the world. It was first thought to have 
been used in Aesop’s Fables. Aesop was a slave and storyteller believed to 
have lived in ancient Greece. 
 
The aim of this work is to enjoy and explore wishing stories, leading to you 
having a go at writing your own version. 
 

Just one wish 
If you had just one chance to make a wish, what would you wish for? 
Brainstorm some ideas. For example, I might wish for a new car, a dog 
or a yacht. Or to be a world-famous footballer or not to have to go to 
school! 
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The downside 
Now try and think about the positives and negatives of having that 
wish granted. 

For example, 
I wish I had a bright red Ferrari. I could drive at immense speed and win many great 
races. 
However, I would be adding to the destruction of the planet, be breaking the speed 
limit and endangering my life and the lives of others. 
……………. 
I wish I had a small, brown Dachshund. I could take it for long, leisurely walks in the 
countryside. 
However, I would have to leave it alone for hours on end while I was at school. 

…………… 

Now have a go yourself: 
I wish I …____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I could_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

However,_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
I wish I …____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I could_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

However,_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 


