
 

Your feedback is important. Please take a few moments to complete this survey. Thank you.  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LVR7L5P 

What is plastic? 

Plastic is a man made material, it is made out of fossil-fuels like crude oil. Plastic is not a natural 

material. 

Plastic is very cheap to make and very strong so we make lots of things out of it. 

 

Why are plastics bad? 

When is it made, harmful gases are released in to the environment. 

Because plastic is man made it means it does not degrade like natural materials do, it stays how 

it is for hundreds of years and only ever breaks down into smaller pieces which are often eaten 

by fish, birds and mammals.  

Animals, fish and birds can get trapped in plastic and because it is strong they cannot get it off 

again.  

 

What happens to rubbish when you throw it in the bin? 

When you throw plastic away it is buried in the ground in areas called ‘landfill’. A plastic bottle in 

landfill can take up to 450 years to break down into smaller pieces and never goes away       

completely. 

 

What happens when you recycle plastics? 

Lots of plastics can be recycled, this means it is turned into something new. It is better for the  

environment than making new plastic and it means there is less plastic in the sea and land. 

 

What can we do to help? 

Try not to buy items with plastic packaging but instead buy fruits and vegetables lose, and drink 

tap water. Use paper straws not plastic, and reuse carrier bags. 

Always take your rubbish with you and do not drop it in the street. 

Recycle everything you can, and only put things that can’t be recycled in the bin. 

Find a new way to use plastic bottles, cardboard boxes and jars- make them into bird feeders, 

use them for crafts, invent new ways to use items before throwing them away.  
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