
 
 

The African Elephant 
  

Elephants are the largest land mammal in the animal kingdom. 

With their muscly body they can weigh up to 6048 kg. Their 

trunks have 150,000 muscles and no bones. Therefore it can 

carry up to four gallons of water. 

 
 

Habitat 

African elephants live in Sub-Saharan (south of the Sahara Desert) 

Africa and in the forests of central and West Africa. Many people 

assume that elephants that are in the wild only live in the 

grasslands. While that is one of their main habitats, they can also 

be found in the desert of the Savannah, forest areas, where there 

are swamps, and everything in between. 

 

Behaviour 

During the dry season, elephants use their large ears to fan themselves. They also use their 

trunks to gather and spray water, to relieve themselves from the sweltering sun. Unlike most 

animals, elephants have a long memory span, which means that when they’re on the move they 

can remember where lakes and water holes are. Their brains are the largest out of 

the mammals, weighing a whopping 26 kg. Elephants are very good at swimming (it helps them 

keep cool in the dry season) and they use their trunks as a snorkel!  

 

Did you know that African elephants have two things which are like fingers on the end of their 

trunk? This helps them to pick up things. 

 

Fascinating Tusks 

Elephants use their tusks to dig or scrape the bark off of 

trees. Sometimes they use them to fight. Their tusks can be 

up to 10 feet long.  

 
                                                 An elephant’s tusks  
 

Diet 

Elephants are herbivores as they eat fruit, bark, plants, grass and roots. Elephants use their 

long and flexible trunks to pluck up leaves and their tusks to tear branches, which causes 

enormous damage. At least half of the food they eat is grass because it is easy to find.  These 

animals eat a lot!  They can eat up to 400 pounds of food each day. This is about the same as 

the weight of 3 people! 

African elephants dig holes to find water underground. This also helps smaller animals find 

water when the ground is so dry. Elephants drink about 30 gallons of water each day. That is 

the same as about 136 bottles! 

 

Did you know?  

Elephants live to be about 70 years old!  
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