
Measuring in kilograms (kg) 



When we are measuring mass, we can measure in 
grams, like you have already looked at this week, and 

we can measure in kilograms. 
 

We measure in kilograms when objects are heavier. 
The symbol used for kilograms is kg and it is put 

after the number. E.g. 42kg. 
 

For example, you may measure a pencil in grams, as it 
is not that heavy, but you would measure a person in 

kilograms. 
 

You would measure baking ingredients in grams 
(unless you’re making a very large cake!!), but you 

would measure bags of sand in kilograms. 



Have a go at deciding which unit 
you would measure these things in…  

 
grams or kilograms? 





  

…a packet of crayons? 

g kg or 



  

…a packet of crayons? 

g 



  

…a bag of potatoes? 

g kg or 



  

…a bag of potatoes? 

kg 



  

…a pencil? 

g kg or 



  

…a pencil? 

g 



  

…a brick? 

g kg or 



  

…a brick? 

kg 



  

…a letter? 

g kg or 



  

…a letter? 

g 



  

…a packed suitcase? 

g kg or 



  

…a packed suitcase? 

kg 



  

…a tennis ball? 

g kg or 



  

…a tennis ball? 

g 





If you are able to, have a go at measuring some 
things around the house using scales. 

 
Can you find anything that is appropriate to measure 
in kgs? Be careful not to move/lift things that are 

too heavy! 
 

If not, you could note down some things at home that 
you think you would measure in kilograms. 

 
Then, have a go at today’s tasks if you can. 

 
The first one asks you to sort objects into those 

that would be measured in grams (g) and those that 
would be measured in kilograms (kg). 



The second task asks you to work out the mass of 
each object. There are number lines below to help, 
you could draw pictures to work it out or you might 
want to use column method if you understand it. You 

may also be able to work it out mentally. 


