
Colons activity 

Activity A 

Please insert the colons into the correct places in the sentences below. The 

first few sentences are not related to our book but the following ones are.  

1). She earned four new Brownie badges in the summer holidays: first aid, home safety, 

fire safety and environment.  

2). Callum spotted lots of different trees on his forest: walk oak, elm, birch, pine and 

horse chestnut.  

3). He needed three more things to complete his Halloween costume: a mask, a black 

wig and some gloves.  

4). Ann was showered with gifts: new shoes, new dresses and new hats. 

5). There are many characters in our book: Denham, Ann, Jack and Captain Engelhorn.  

6). During her time on the ship, Ann visited many places: Japan, Philippines, Panama, 

Hawaii and Sumatra.  

Activity B 

Please add the colons in the correct places in these sentences. The first 

few sentences are not related to our book but the following ones are. 

1). Most of the pupils in the class were sporty: twenty of them were in school teams.  

2). All the children agreed: chocolate was the best ice-cream flavour.  

3). At the seaside the waves crashed noisily against the shore: the storm had whipped 

up a frenzy of sea-foam. 

4). There was only one thing that Ann wanted to do now: get back to the safety of the 

ship. 

5). Jack was worried about Ann: he didn’t know what was going to happen to her.  

6). The wooden bracelet was left on the deck: they knew it belonged to Ann.  

 

 

 



Please write your own ending to these sentences using your knowledge of expanding 

a sentence using a colon. Remember that the colon separates two independent 

clauses (clauses that make sense on their own) when the second clause explains or 

illustrates the first clause. 

1). Ann was terrified: Various answers may be given 

 

2). Jack didn’t know what to do: Various answers may be given 

 

3). Denham was furious: Various answers may be given 

 

Challenge 

 

Euan is correct as the first part of the sentence makes sense on its own and the 

second clause explains the first.  


