
Computing overview 

1). Please log into Purple Mash and open your 2do which has been set today called the 

‘2calculate’. You will need to click on the ‘sheet’ tab and then click on the advanced icon 

which looks like this. This will then open your spreadsheet for today.  

2). Today you are going to use a spreadsheet to convert measures of lengths (just like 

we have been doing in Maths today and yesterday). What does converting measures of 

lengths mean? Why would you want to do this in real life? 

3). Look at the example spreadsheet layout below. What do you need to do to a 

measurement in metres to convert it to cm? Use this diagram to help you understand 

how to enter this as a calculation on the sheet.   

 

 

 

 

4). Please use the same format as above to convert from cm to m on your own sheets.  

5). Next, you should change your spreadsheet to have the following headings (or open a 

new sheet and format it like this:  

 

 

 

6). Click on cell B2. We want the number in this cell to equal the number in cell A2 x 

100. 

7). Click on the formula wizard button this will open the Formula Wizard screen 

in simple mode.  

 

 

 



 

8). Click on cell A2 then choose x as the operator, then click on cell G1 (this contains 

the number 100). 

9). Click OK and then try entering a number in cell A2, the calculation of the conversion 

to cm should occur automatically. 

10). Please create a similar formula for the other cells in column B on your own 

spreadsheets and test it out by entering different values in column A. 

11). Now look at the formula bar for one of the formulae e.g. click on cell B2 and look at 

the formula bar: 

 

 

 

 

 

To enter formulae, you can type directly into this bar. Now, the formula says that this 

cell (B2) = whatever is in cell A2 x whatever is in cell G1. 

12). Click in the formula bar and change the text ‘G1’ to the number ‘100’. 

 

 

 

 

 

13). Press enter and the resulting number of cm (in cell B2) should not change. The 

advantage of ‘hardcoding’ the number 100 in the formula bar is that now the formula 

can be copied and pasted instead of having to enter it into each cell individually. 

14). Copy cell B2 (click on cell B6 then press  . Now select the rest of column B 

and then paste   . This should copy the formula and automatically update it to 



each row. The rows where column A is empty should initially display zeros. Test this out 

by entering numbers into the cells in column A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15). See if you can use this method to create a formula that takes the contents on the 

cells in column D and divides by 100 to convert from cm to m.  

Note: You will need to use the ‘/’ key for a divide sign. 

16). Now see whether you can apply this knowledge to convert from km to miles and vice 

versa? 

Use the following information to help you. Think about the formula you would need to 

convert between the two.  

 


