
 

  

 

Poetic Terms – cut ‘n’ paste activity 
 
 

alliteration 

A comparative description based on 

similarity between two things, but one 

that directly connects them e.g. That 

child is a perfect monkey. 

metaphor 

Using the same word or phrase more 

than once to emphasize its meaning or 

importance. 

onomatopoeia 

A form of comparison based on a 

similarity between two things, which 

suggests one object shares features 

with another but is not wholly identical 

e.g. The child chattered like a monkey. 

(HINT: “like” or “as” are key words to 

spot). 

personification 
Use of words which echo their meaning 

in sound e.g. “Snap”, “bang” etc. 

simile 

Repetition of similar or identical vowel 

sounds in words which follow each 

other. 

Repetition 
Technique of presenting things which 

are not human as if they are. 

Assonance 

Repetition of connected words 

beginning with the same letter. Used 

to highlight the feeling of sound and 

movement, to intensify feeling or to 

bind words together. 
 



 

  

 

 

 

Poetic terms - answers 
 

Alliteration: Repetition of connected words beginning with 

the same letter. Used to highlight the feeling of sound and 

movement, to intensify feeling or to bind words together. 

Assonance: Repetition of similar or identical vowel sounds in 

words which follow each other. 

Metaphor: A comparative description based on similarity 

between two things, but one that directly connects them e.g. 

That child is a perfect monkey. 

Onomatopoeia: Use of words which echo their meaning in 

sound e.g. “Snap”, “bang” etc. 

Personification: Technique of presenting things which are 

not human as if they are.  

Simile: A form of comparison based on a similarity between 

two things, which suggests one object shares features with 

another but is not wholly identical e.g. The child chattered 

like a monkey. (HINT: “Like” or “as” are key words to spot). 

Repetition: Using the same word or phrase more than once 

to emphasize its meaning or importance. 


